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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This is not an exhaustiveNextertheless seeks teerve as a very useful researcfeserntee
material for academia, policy makers and generaliy¢hbgigding design and construction
industry in th&ub Saharan regiorA@ica It is,perhapgo initiate a debate about Thatch
Compendium provides anirerapevidenasd howThatchabasic roofing mateisalisedh
FourSubkSaharan Afmoeountries (FigureThematerials within this compendium reflect both
good and bad practafébatchas a roofingaterial. Thappropriateness of Thatch as roofing
material fonouse<hiefly stems frateavailabilityuniqueclimate modificatioapabilitand
generallynherentigheconomic potentiaiseplenishability, natural andrenaliness
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Figurel:Map of Africa showing tfeur SubSaharanAfrican countries on which tliesmpendium is based.

From timeof old,thatch roof haeovidedshelter angrotectiorfor man fronthe vagaries
weathebefore thadvent of industrialised roofing matelealeverthe material has nowadays
beenpushedo thebackground to the point of obli&een though Thatch is traditionally
synoymous with indigesdauilding materials, it is apparently and mostly excluded from current
discoursemarchitectural materialitiyerhapghatch is not considered a materifyveloping
countries wherbatchcould help in minimizing buildingraotisn and running cost, the
perception of thatch is a sad one. The material is viewest,asoomwandrnaculamhe

material is graduddging dmaced by metalhioofing sheetwhich are mostly climatically
incongruous. In hot and wairmd climates, the heat absorption of metal roofs turns rooms into
ovens, whilst the those in coastal regions corrodes very fast with attendant problems of leakage:
roofripped offs. Structuralihatfollowsafter this introduction looksaae studyeasand the
approacadoptedor the study. Following on is a settmmtrait descriptionsoimeselected
traditional Area(s) ohcentratioand auancesection of findings and discussions data on thatch.
Thelast section deals withcluding sumary
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2.0 CASE STUDY AREAS AND APPROACH

This compendium results from a O0triangul at
West and East of Africa respectively and Zambia/Zimbabwe (Combined) representing Southe
Africa (Tablel). The sttolgk place between 2006 and 2008: starting from Ghana in 2006;
Zambia/Zimbabwe and Uganda in 2007 and back to Ghana in 2008 in a triangulated manr
(Figurel)

Table 1: A summary of Study Areas with some specifics

Country City/Town Some Traditional Areas$) of
Concentration

Ghana Tamale/Nyampala Dagbon Dabba Fong/Kukpegu Tua/
Garizegu/Gumu
Zambia/Zimbabwe Livingstone/Vic falls town Mukuni Village
Uganda Kampala Seeta/ Mukono
No specific criterion underlines the selection of the case€ Istadiesa ut hor 0 s I nt

architectural history and appreciations spurs him to seize opportunities to study
indigenous/traditional architecture during local and internatichiEteérappiach adopted in

the studies is essentially Ethnographic atideNacal peoplen the study areas were

i nformally and selectively cont a-stiuctuced t o t e
interviewsOver 500 people were interviewed in the Ghana; 27 in the Zambia/Zimbabwe and 30
in Ugandstudiesaspectivelfthis was basically to ascertain from them their general impression
and knowledge about thaidrotnematerialdnteresting phenomena found and observed were
photographically captured some of which are presented in this asrapamaidnfindings

and discussionslatia The intent of photographs usage is not provide an objective description of
the buildings roofed with thatch but to show its character, specialty and highlights certain featur
Coloured photographs are used fostcentrancement and better appreciation. Photography is
asserted to ibwaluabl®o for recordiraychitecturt

2.1  Snapshots oEelected traditional Area(s) of concentration
2.1.1 Dagbon Dabba Fong (Tamale, Ghé&n\&estern Africa)

Dagbon Dabba Fditeyally meaninpa r e a o f isBituated whhan thenkeartof the
TamaleTamalas a municipal aode of the fastggbwingcitiesin West Africa due to it
geographical location within Ghana as well as its proximity to some neighboang West Afr
countriesTamale offers architectural étrdditional slums and modern buil@iagbon

Dabba Fong the historic core and hahseBamalechief (Gulkpe Naa), the chief priest
(Dakpemlana) and other gaolserd authoritatiieadersf Tamle. It is perceived as a place of
menmen obravery, patriotism aogalty to Dagbon. Tdreaserve as mausoleuntoyfals,

priests andar lords andarriorslt isthe meeting point where activities to climax the celebration
of traditional festigsuch as Damba and Bugurplaakd he changing roofing paftem

Thatch to other metallic roof coverirsipie iagboabba Fong.

2.1.2 Mukuni Village (Zambia Southern Africa

Mukuni Villageas founded in the thirteenth centuryistarunadulterated tribal village where 7000
people live and waskuatedon a dry, sandy knoll; its traditional governance was originally based on
the Bedyango thé.eya(reya)tribal matriarch.lt currently has a dual leadership afing and a Queen
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mothe. There is peace in the village due to the mutuabperation between the King and the Queen
mother. It is locatedin the Kazungula District of Southern Province oflZesabiariginally
called the Guudut renamed in the seventeenth centuryMokuni Village to honour of Mukokalya
Muk uni Noheoativenf Mukuni Villagpridethemselvaa an annuablorful Lwiindi
Ceremonlgeld JulyMukuni village is Chiefdomwith over 15 villages and Hamlets aroundTiourism is

the main economic drive dfie Chiefdom since theoil does support agriculture. However, the civil war in
neighbouring Congo DRhas rendered Mukunvillage vulnerable and this has affected her tourism
potential. The younger generation of Mukuni sees no future of the Chiefdoma ifithi war isnot ceased
Mukuni Village is now mainly inhabited by the older generation with her traditional architecture
undergoing transformatiotiue to modernity.

2.13 SeetaviukonqUganda- Eastern Africa

Seeta isa gnall town north of Lake Victaa. It is about forty minutes drive east of Kampala, the capital of
Uganda. Apparently, Seetarchitecture is at crossroads of post modernism and regiondfising
people to speak to me about their architecture was virtually impodRémearkably, oanative said to ne

AAIl book peoplgresearcher§)who come here are only interestédhR and HIV/AIDS issues;
they do notalk to us about our buildings so the people will not understandyou.

Indeed most of the traditional villages ihe provincialcapital Mukonoare best described &8ohenjo
Daro.” Faced with a number of development obstacles, buildings roofedayiths of thatch coveringnd

frames nade of wood stripgsire rarein Seeta.The local economy is driven by cash crop and subsistence
agiculture. The people engage in large scale cocoa farming which was introduced in the area in 1959.

3.0 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

3.1. Ghanad Western Africa

Institutional rejection of
-_— Thatch is common in Sub-
Saharan Africa.Here are
classic epitomes of the
Chieftaincy gradually
doing away with thatch in

Tamale.
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The roof of the Tamale Chiefs Place
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They felt thatch does befit the stzus of a
contemporary and modern Palace.




~ Examples of Governmental
rejection of Thatch in Tamale

. and Nyanpala in the Northern

Region of Ghana

Vice-Chancellor's Lodpe under construction as at June,
202 on the Tamale Campus of the Universiy of
ahaminium sheets . )

Students Hostel on the Tamale Campus
Gate way to the N}'m]:a]a c:mpm afthe Stadi m Gl aleo fed )
University of Development Studies © Yised alaming hests.

To be or Not to be? ThisShakespearean
Hamlet’ question isexactly what
confrontsthe rle:ig.n decision to use
thatch asa ruuﬁng materialin Tamale.
The decision to havethatch with
aluminiumunderlay renders this
pseude governmental hospitality
Pruiect tasteless. The {le-:ign and detail

are notwell concerved to bring the

elegance of thatch.




3.2  ZambidZimbabwe- Southern Africa




